~_Automating Your Home

{UInce upon a time, be-

fare the advens of elec-

tricity; home aueomation

had a different name:

servante. Taday you can

have a Gosford Park all
ORI T, STArTing at $25 (po click ane lighr
an and aff from the next rocm) and Fang-
:'rl.g g 1o §1CKE00 {h.'u' gonrred of home
and garden lighring, drapes thar close ar
dusk, and a Jacuzzi thar fills and warms up
as o appricsach. the dereasy), Added boms
These servanns don't gossip Yex,

Yo can set up ypour home or apartiment
with a combiartable level of astomation for
well under 31000, That's the good news.
The news you may not ke quite as mach
is that the #o0-pound gorilla of home aw-
tommation = K10 wswx1Dcoml, the campany
you probiably first heard of through its an-
noying pop-up ads. (1t onlme store is juss
as garish.) Bear in mind thar athers, in-
du..:li.ng;ln-llh:nl]nhLuﬂ. RadioShack com,
and Stanley [stanleyworks.coml, also sell Xao
dewvices (ir's a rechnological spec, not justa
brand name). An X0 automartion sysrem
wWOrks over yrr haimie's prwer limes, send-
irig::n:uird PI.I|5-|_' thar 1ells a desice 1o turn
o, marn off, o dim irself

Srarrer kts (50 bet vou usodrkee fonr
ar five lamps o appliances. You plug each
L brvnor & encscdiale ehuan plugs dnao the wall

cutlet. Then you can tum on, ourn off, ar
dim the devices with a counterop contral
pad thar plugs inte a wall owtlet, a walk-
aroursd wireless remose, an con-off dimer thar
losoks |idks o clock radia, or oiar P A I-L::.' -
chain remose even lers vou tum on owo sets
oof lighes s o paall imees chie drivewsy:

[TIPS]

ALGMENT YOLUR SECURITY Mot home
aulemalicn devices can be weed inlo pour
secynly sysbem, I the alarm sounds, culsade
lights can Resk i the fire alarm goes: off, hall-
way lighfing bures on bo help you gel oul

AUTOMATE THE RIGHT THIRGS Newer au-
boemabe 3 device thaf's dangemus # i goes
o ared sleys on neveriently. Sour coffeemaker
mary shut off afiesr an Fowe your space heator
mary niok. Yoas dhon't want bo start a fine,

VERIFY YOUUR SETUP Wigh {10 2-Way lnch
nology thera's feedback that the light or ap
pliance got your signal; with prescus wersions,
vou Bad to just sand the comenand a couple
of times and hopa it worked

DOWT BE AFRSID Ower 1l do-ipiear lile, X0
technology has Bacome mame selable, ¥ you

| kndw saffects wha Bad b lick diring the
Bussh wears lhe firsl Bash, that B, don'l be pol
& Thess dayi, eplians include conlraling
wout hame via lelephone luch-lones

fulfill some of your couch-potato fantasies.

[SCEN ES] Even without a soup-to-nuts home network you can

THE SETUP

An inespanie kil such as X100 §50
BicliveHome uses your exisling power
lines, 52l up &l your lighls and
sppliences via a PC interface pest cnce

BLISS

Al your appliances will tum on and of
at the sgpropriale Simees withicat youw
Farving 1o bt a finger. A dawn and dusk
fealure :ynes lighting o the sunset.
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