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plugding the video receiver into the PO (using a USE conver-
siom plg), plugging in the HF PO transeeiver to another 5B
port and then firing up the software. Bow yoo can not only see
thie video, ot nlso tell the motorized base oo move as waell.

X100 munkes o number of different softvare progrioms o e
amd they pll work with Windeaws S50RAE2 T —and the P2
doesnt have o be superamiodern gither (juse 200000z or greater
capnhilities). For example, the X-my softwnre snaps stll images
at predetermined times and is able to transter them over the
Internet on command, while the new Virtund Ninga SeanPad
waorks cxclusively with the Ninja configamation fo proaide vicws
ing and control of streaming video from
aver the Intemet (providing that the eom-
parter {s on, and that there Is a “lve"” con-
nerction onfine ). That's ne problem sisee we
have an alwavs-on cable modem at our
vz, bt chis can also work with a dial-up
et

So we hooked up the videos camera, made
the varkous reeeiver connections w our PC,
ran the ScanPad software and were warch-
ing thee Feed from the other room after less
tlwann s half-Tour's sec-up dime, We tried this
aait from a fricinds computer next door who
alsn has broadband, and it did indeed
wiork—ulee video was a bit perkier here sinoe
it was showing streaming video [of course
we had 1o install the corvesponding soft-
warre o s O firse and enable the sequrity
Gptions sinee it just doesn’n albow arvone
“tane in" uninvited ).

But security means more than jusi
viden, and X100 has a wide assortrment of
masdhules that can internct with the cam-
ern and softwnre for protecting the home.
These include motion detectors, heat sen-
sors, a5 well ns sensors attaching to doors
nnd windows to note when they'ne being
openel. The way this works is that these
mpdulbes use the AT line to not only
power themselves, but also transmit come-
munds, 5o they're able to notify o “eon-
trol” when something happens, and in
responss they can be told to do some-
thing—for example, a motion or heat detector elling o light-
ing module to irn on the lamp icz attached o and trn on a
video camera or start a VOR recording. Blnee master modubes
arg able o receive BF slgnals (hesides using the phone lines)
and then setivate others, this creates a8 very effectlve, non-
invasive method for building 8 security syvstem in an apare-
ment or even dorm poom (my 14-vear-old nephew sald he
wanted one for his room). We tried our the motlon detector
by possing a ball inco itz “sight™ and it activated a chime we
had configured and plugied inte the wall socker in the bach-
room (wouldn't want o be caudht with our panes down,
would we?).

So while X100 may disturb vean online, their prodsces will make
up for it by keeping you from being distudbed in the real world,

Above: I-10's Ninjn Com on its modesized pon
nnd B base.
Beiow: K-1-"s Pan ond Tilt Pro softwore fer
cealolling and vigwing sacwity vides.

Xanboo

Xanboo's pechnology may seem pretty pedestrian an
glance—after all, having wirsd sideo cameras going into a
that then attaches woa PC (letting you see what s b
viewed ) doesn’t soumd o amaeing in light of odavs echn
gy Mo does the (e that its inexpensively priced secm eno
af 0 “hook" by itseli. Bue Xanboo is designed o integrate »
the Interned, so that you can view whatover those camperas
online—whether you'nz: down the Boek or thousands of o
away. And additiona] mocules for lighting and appliances )
it into nn mutomated home neavork.

The bagio storter kit (S4%995) s a o
poiet color vides comera (containin
huilt-in motion detector) which |1||,|5.';_~.
a svstem contraller, then is attached
P, Oiptional deviees inelwde door'win
SETESCHTS, AN ACOstic sensor, bemperit
thermostat nmd water sensor. While
camicta uses a very bong cnbe, these
sors communicate wirelessly with the
tem controller and can be very 1w
they 2o bevond just warning of n don
winddow being intmaded upon; for exom
thie water sensor eould have warned
cousin that his water hearer o devels
a leals and Aooded the basement,

Mow vou'd say how conld he have |
warmed? A= it tums ou, Xanboo ena
the sensors to “rallk” o the operating :
wire, which in turn can send voun mess
and warnimgs via automated e-mail, or
exn message o vour coll phome or pag

Bur there ks a catch. To properdy ma
all the rechnology online, Xanhoo reou
vou o use thelr online service, wi
eqeacts o reoathly service charde, This .
coats a few dollars a monch though and
month’s service is included frec with
|'l|.||.'v:.'|:|e1:u|.' aof any ararter sysieil.

Here's a quick mundewn of what v
able to do from the Xanboo Web site, w
can be pocessed by a Wel browser onl
Wi wateh video in veal ime: see 1
stamped viden stills; see second vides elips recorded a
maticalty. We tried contncting our video camera from a la
at a friend's, and were nhle to =ee ol of the video funetion
OO sensor- detects power intermaption of any appli
{lilee a retrigeracar its actached to) and semds voo o warni
Temperature zensor (and externnl temperature prishe)- n
irorz and zends perlodie reports of the ambient tempemh
Thermostat sensor- Intemet-cnabled to let you set up s
wles remately as well as control the wsage in renl time.
Dhiir sensor- meddcors auclio and semds an alert it soond
above a set decibe] level (such as a doorbell dnging or win
bzl smiazhed in)

Diooptwindow  sensor- sends moessage if clowomwindo
o



